Presentation for Senate Appropriations Committee
December 10th, 2008

Vicky Ward, Manager of Prevention Services, Tri-County MHS and member of Missouri’s Youth/Adult Alliance, and 18 Prevention Coalitions in Clay, Platte and Ray Counties, and founder of Youth With Vision.

Realizing that we are all in an economic crisis, and important financial decisions will have to be made, this is perhaps the best time to advocate for investment in prevention.   Now, more than ever, we cannot afford to cut prevention.  

Prevention pays!   According to the Oct. 2, 2008 article published by CADCA (Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America), “Drug abuse and addiction cost our nation over $500 billion a year in lost productivity and increased criminal justice, healthcare, welfare and other social costs.  On the flip side taxpayers can save up to $20 for every dollar spent on prevention and $7.00 for every dollar spent on treatment. “ 
Prevention is for EVERYONE – not just those “at risk”

Prevention has a direct impact on physical health (health care costs), crime, productivity, child abuse and domestic violence, car/boat crashes (insurance costs) and a variety of family and social costs.  
In the three-county area alone, we have seen phenomenal successes as a result of our prevention programming and received a national outcomes award for the Northland Coalition in 2007 and our Ray County Coalition will receive this honored award in Feb. of 2009.   In your packet is a list of successes in our area alone.  Better than the list of successes is our direct outcome:
Missouri Student Survey data for Clay, Platte and Ray County area

	Behavior
	2000

8th
	2008

8th 
	2000

10th
	2008

10th 
	2000

12th 
	2008

12th

	Smoke cigarettes in past 30 days
	21%
	7.46%
	31%
	18.13%
	39%
	22.17%

	Alcohol use in past 30 days
	35%
	18.65%
	48%
	35.26%
	58%
	53.77%

	Marijuana use in past 30 days
	17%
	5.59%
	25%
	14.44%
	27%
	15.57%


Looking at a recent study of just one prevention strategy – compliance checks:

In a research study of compliance checks in Wyoming and Wisconsin, using Reward and Reminder (compliance checks):  The lifetime costs averted by the reduction of everyday youth smoking would be:  $510,000,000 in Wyoming, and $5,625,000,000 in Wisconsin (see handout).

Prevention is working in Missouri and is saving direct and indirect costs to our individual, families and to our society as a whole.

Thank you for allowing me to speak before you today.   
